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Intended Use

Note to Delegates

This guide presents a contemporary policy debate for educational Model UN use. Real UNEP structures,
universal UNEA membership, and real renewable-energy policy dilemmas are used as reference points,
but the freeze-date framing and committee timing in this guide are packaged for simulation.

1. Committee Mandate and Agenda

The United Nations Environment Assembly is the highest-level global decision-making body on
environmental matters, and in Model UN it serves as a forum where states negotiate broad policy direction
rather than narrow technical regulation. In this committee, delegates must debate how the international
community can accelerate the development and construction of renewable-energy supply while balancing
equity, financing, industrial policy, energy security, land use, and national sovereignty.

The central task of the committee is not to argue whether renewable energy matters in principle, but to
decide what kinds of international cooperation, financing architecture, technology partnerships, and
governance standards should be endorsed so that renewable-energy buildout becomes faster, fairer, and
more durable. Delegates should be prepared to debate grid expansion, battery storage, technology transfer,
concessional finance, local manufacturing, permitting, critical minerals, environmental safeguards, and
energy access.

Primary agenda item: Developing and Building Renewable Energy Supply.

2. UNEP / UNEA in 2027: Membership and Procedure

For the purposes of this committee, UNEP is represented through the United Nations Environment
Assembly, which has universal membership of all 193 UN Member States. In committee, each delegation
has one vote and may introduce working papers, amendments, and draft resolutions under standard
parliamentary procedure.



Category Member Voting Note

Universal Membership AlLUN Member States One vote each
Secretariat UNEP Executive Director and staff No vote
Observers Relevant IGOs, NGOs, experts, and invited agencies No vote

Basic procedural reminders

e Traditional committees usually pass recommendations and framework language rather than binding
enforcement mechanisms.

e Simple majorities may pass draft resolutions, but broad coalitions are politically stronger and easier to
implement after committee.

e Delegates should distinguish between financing mechanisms, reporting standards, capacity-building
provisions, and aspirational declarations.

e Because this topic overlaps climate, development, trade, and technology policy, bloc diplomacy will
matter as much as technical detail.

3. Historical Background to Renewable-Energy Expansion

3.1 Why renewable supply has become a central globalissue

Renewable-energy supply sits at the intersection of climate mitigation, industrial development, public
health, and geopolitical resilience. Solar, wind, hydropower, geothermal, and modern bioenergy can reduce
emissions and fuel imports, but deployment requires not only generation assets, but transmission lines,
storage, stable policy frameworks, and skilled labor. States therefore do not enter this debate with identical
priorities: some seek affordable power access, others seek green-industry leadership, and still others seek
orderly transitions away from fossil-fuel dependence.

3.2 Why building supply is harder than setting targets

Governments can announce renewable goals quickly, but building real supply requires land acquisition,
permitting, grid interconnection, manufacturing capacity, financing, and long-term maintenance. Supply
chains for panels, turbines, batteries, transformers, and critical minerals are unevenly distributed. Many
developing states therefore worry that the energy transition could reproduce old dependencies unless
international rules support domestic value addition and affordable technology access.

3.3 Why UNEP is an important venue

UNEP does not directly build power plants, but it shapes the policy environment in which states coordinate
environmental priorities, define best practice, and align development goals with sustainability. That makes it
a useful forum for discussing common standards on just transition, responsible siting, ecosystem
protection, lifecycle sustainability, and the relationship between energy access and climate ambition.

4. Freeze-Date Context for Committee

This committee uses a fictional 2027 policy moment: member states enter negotiations amid rising pressure
to convert national clean-energy pledges into actualinstalled capacity. Recent years have produced
ambitious announcements, but implementation remains uneven. Many developing economies argue that
financing remains too expensive, many industrial economies are turning toward local-content and subsidy
strategies, and many climate-vulnerable states fear that delayed energy transition will intensify
humanitarian and economic harm.



4.1 Key implementation pressures

Grid bottlenecks, storage shortages, currency risk, and high borrowing costs are slowing deployment in
many parts of the Global South. At the same time, advanced economies are competing for manufacturing
leadership in solar, batteries, wind components, and green-hydrogen value chains.

4.2 Political tensions in the topic

Some states prioritize rapid deployment at any cost; others insist that community consent, biodiversity
protections, and industrial sovereignty must shape the pace of buildout. Fossil-fuel exporters may support
diversification language but resist wording that seems to delegitimize their existing revenue base.

4.3 The negotiation challenge
Delegates must produce a framework that is ambitious enough to accelerate renewable supply, but flexible
enough to win support from energy-importing states, industrial powers, developing economies, and resource

exporters alike.

5. Freeze-Date Situation Report

Dimension

Operational

Developmental

Industrial

Environmental

Diplomatic

Situation at the start of committee

Many states have climate or energy pledges on paper, but project pipelines remain
constrained by financing, grid capacity, and permitting delays.

Least developed countries and small island developing states stress that energy access,
resilience, and affordability remain as urgent as emissions reduction.

Competition over manufacturing, subsidies, and critical-mineral processing is raising
concern about unequal transition gains.

Large-scale renewable expansion can trigger disputes over land, ecosystems, mining,
water use, and community consultation if poorly managed.

Delegations broadly support renewable energy in principle, but disagree sharply on who
should pay, who should produce the technology, and how fast obligations should move.

6. Core Issues Before the Committee

Issue

Finance

Questions for Delegates

Should the committee call for
concessional finance, blended finance,
debt relief linkages, or new multilateral
funding windows for renewable
infrastructure?



How can states promote access to
technology without collapsing
incentives for innovation or triggering
trade backlash?

Technology transfer

Should the committee emphasize
transmission, regional power pools, and
storage as equal priorities to generation
capacity itself?

Grid and storage

How much room should countries have
Industrial policy for local-content rules and domestic
manufacturing preferences?

How should the committee address
mining standards, supply-chain
concentration, and value addition in
producing states?

Critical minerals

What standards should apply to land
rights, biodiversity protection, and
community consultation for renewable
buildout?

Environmental safeguards

How should electrification for
Energy access underserved populations be integrated
into global renewable-supply strategies?

How should the committee protect
Just transition workers and regions economically tied
to existing fossil-fuel systems?

7. Position Sheet

The following position notes are intended as a concise starting point for delegate research and in-committee
strategy. They are not substitutes for deeper preparation. Delegates should speak from their assigned
country perspective, not from these summaries alone.

Small Island Developing States

Strategic Interests: Energy security, resilience, and reduced dependence on imported fuel.

Likely Priorities: Affordable concessional finance, distributed renewables, storage, and rapid resilience-
oriented deployment.

Red Lines: Frameworks that speak only to emissions but not to adaptation, resilience, and affordability.

Least Developed Countries

Strategic Interests: Universal energy access, industrial opportunity, and development finance on favorable
terms.



Likely Priorities: Grant-based support, grid extension, technical assistance, and policy space for domestic
industry.

Red Lines: Climate ambition language that creates expectations without financing or technology support.

Major Industrial Economies

Strategic Interests: Supply-chain resilience, emissions reduction, and competitive clean-tech
manufacturing.

Likely Priorities: Rules-based investment, innovation partnerships, critical-mineral security, and
measurable implementation plans.

Red Lines: Open-ended funding obligations without accountability or language that undermines domestic
industrial strategy.

Emerging Manufacturing Powers

Strategic Interests: Scaling domestic clean-energy industry while preserving strategic autonomy.

Likely Priorities: Technology partnerships, export markets, grid expansion, and recognition of development
needs.

Red Lines: Environmental language used as disguised protectionism or attempts to restrict industrial
upgrading.
Fossil-Fuel Exporting States

Strategic Interests: Economic diversification, stable revenue transition, and sovereignty over national
energy pathways.

Likely Priorities: Balanced language on transition pace, investment in new sectors, and flexibility for
differing national circumstances.

Red Lines: Wording that appears to criminalize hydrocarbon production or ignore transitional development
realities.

Regional Power-Pool Advocates

Strategic Interests: Cross-border interconnection, transmission investment, and larger electricity markets.
Likely Priorities: Transmission corridors, harmonized standards, storage, and regional planning support.

Red Lines: Resolutions focused only on generation targets without grid architecture.

8. Research Questions for Delegates
What forms of international finance would most effectively reduce the cost of renewable deployment in
developing economies?

How should your delegation balance energy access, emissions reduction, and national industrial
competitiveness?

What role should regional electricity trade and interconnection play in renewable-supply development?

Should the committee endorse stronger safeguards around land use, biodiversity, and mineral extraction
tied to clean-energy buildout?

How should your country approach debates over local manufacturing, technology transfer, and trade friction
in the clean-energy sector?

What implementation mechanisms would make a final resolution more practical rather than merely
aspirational?



9. Suggested Resolution Architecture

A. Shared principles
Affirm renewable-energy expansion as a development, environment, and resilience priority; recognize
common but differentiated national circumstances and differing energy mixes.

B. Finance and capacity
Encourage concessional finance, de-risking tools, capacity-building partnerships, and technical assistance
for project preparation, procurement, and regulation.

C. Infrastructure buildout
Highlight transmission, storage, grid modernization, and regional interconnection alongside generation
expansion.

D. Responsible supply chains
Promote labor, environmental, and community standards in renewable manufacturing and critical-mineral
sourcing.

E. Equity and implementation
Protect policy space for developing states, encourage access-oriented deployment, and request regular
voluntary reporting on progress.

10. Glossary and Source Note

Term Meaning

Concessional finance

Grid interconnection

Distributed renewables

Critical minerals

Just transition

Capital offered on below-market terms to make infrastructure
projects more affordable.

The physical and regulatory linkage that allows electricity systems
to exchange power.

Smaller-scale renewable generation deployed near the point of
use, often improving resilience and access.

Mineral inputs such as lithium, cobalt, nickel, copper, and rare
earths that are central to many energy technologies.

An approach to energy transition that considers workers,
communities, and social equity during economic change.

Source note: UNEP and UNEA mandate language, universal membership, and renewable-energy policy
framing were adapted into the same educational Model UN guide structure as the previously shared sample.
The freeze-date setup in this guide is fictional and is designed for classroom simulation.
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